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Philippine Academic Consortium for Latin American Studies (PACLAS)

Office of the Academic Vice President  

PACLAS Essay Writing Committee

Ateneo de Manila University

Loyola Heights, Quezon City

RULES FOR THE ESSAY CONTEST ON LATIN AMERICA

A. Eligibility

This contest is open to all college undergraduate students of the member schools of PACLAS who are not yet professional writers. The member schools are the University of the Philippines, University of Asia and the Pacific, University of the East, University of Sto. Tomás, Ateneo de Manila University and De La Salle University System.

B. Division 

The contest is divided into three categories:

1. College
a. Essay in Filipino

b. Essay in English

c. Essay in Spanish

C. Theme and Content

1. The essay must be original, unpublished either in print or online, and shall be written within 12-15 pages.  It shall be double-spaced, Font 12. 

2. The theme of the contest in all language categories is “Why Filipino and Latin American Friendship matters today.”

     D. Prizes. In each language category there are three prizes

         1st prize: P 7,500

         2nd prize:     5,000

         3rd prize:     2,500 


      E. Submission

1. Only one entry per person will be accepted. Moreover, a contestant can   enter only one language category.  

2. Entries will be accepted from August 22 to 26.  August 26 noontime is the deadline. The entry must be submitted in person to the Office of International Programs, Rm. 213, Bellarmine Hall, Ateneo de Manila University, Loyola Heights,  Katipunan Rd., Q.C.  Tel. 426-5907,  or  426-6001, ext. 4037 or 4038.

3. Entries must be typewritten in an 8.5 by 11 bond paper in Font 12 of any of following fonts: Times New Roman, Arial, Tahoma.

4. Entries accepted by the committee may be withdrawn anytime, but cannot be reentered.

5. Entries can be accepted only after submitting an ENTRY FORM that has been properly filled up and has been notarized for their authenticity,   their originality, their authorship and their being free from infringement upon the right of any third parties.

6. To ensure fairness, the essay should be submitted with only the title plus a number code that will be given by the organizing committee at the Office of International Programs of the Ateneo de Manila.  The author’s name plus the assigned number code and the title will be written in an entry form that will be submitted in a separate envelope.

F. Criteria in Judging the Contest

1.  Entries will be selected according to the following criteria:

a. Originality and substance : 40%

b. Relevance  of the materials to the theme: 30%

c. Style and  grammar: 30%

2. The board of judges reserves the right not to award a prize or any prizes if the entries do not meet their criteria.

G. Others

1. The winning entries will be announced during the PACLAS’ Noche Latina on Friday, September 8, at 6 pm – 9 pm at the Roof Deck, MVP Student Leadership Center at the College Campus, Ateneo de Manila University.

2. PACLAS reserves the right of first publication of the winning entries. 

PAGE  
2

